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Al{lrnrrglr llm l:lyix11i-f igr:rs 1\,flre o\ifir []nrvcr{}d lrl ,ilrlxnn rn WrrrkJ War'l'uo. Chc,rnruiull
anr.l [ris piluts x,cnt: c*nsid*reel Amcrie:nn herocs firr llmir aerial comt!"rt in China. tn
Sr:",[rtemtmr r:f lt)4 I tlrc AV(i arrivcd Itv ship on lltr cmrsl of China. l-lar,ing no clxrrhat
exlmrienc*, lhcY movcd north lfr{) nriles to tlre tlriiish Royal r\ir Forr.:* base r,vherr Clairn
Clrennatrlt look lh,.:ln thrrlr-rgh * lnng cxlcrrsivr: training session tCI pre{;orc thern ftrr battlc-
T'ragicalll', pilots .lnck Annstrong" Max Ilarrrrner, and locte Atkinson died drrring rr:uline
{lights Ilou,everr. nhltt scr:mr:d ils a {lis,lslrou^$ trniniugenrlc:d in a rnost r,rc.*ssiul lraltle.

'I'he lrlying'l'igers' nrissi*n rvas lri tl*fbnd the lrack tkxrr trf (-'hrna. 'l-h*y [leu,tq,I.ashio
rvlterc lhey lvslukl c()l'er the lLtnnrur Ro*rl lhal k:atl to the Yurrnan pruuiu.*r. L)ut of j lB
pt'riillt: *[ ihc A V( i. ("'hennnult ouly certif iqtl 84 firr teriirl cornbat. I Ic alsn tlivided this
gr{}rjp into thr*c'lrt;ltntlrons 'l'h* {irsl sqrriltinrn rr.as led hv l{ohert "Si}ruIy" Sanrjclt nnrl
'rq,as calltd thr-: Atlanl and Iil'* l:irs{ tr}ursuit $iqgae.lml_ 'thc S*c6nrt l}urxuil liqua6r*n rvas
lerl by firtmer navy llilol Jar:k lnlelr,kirk fincl nrmetl the []aritl* I]enrs. "l'he"l'higl l]ursuit
Sqtlatlron. Ierl hv firrrtterarrny pil*t An'itf !,1" "()ley" {)lsqrn rnirscallcd Ilell's Angcls.
'l'lt*-Y t:txtsislc{l{it itrrr}y, *;rvy. nnd rn:rrinr corp:i grilms. }tr:tl's Angels iefl for Mirrtrqad;rkrrr
Airtlrrlnre lri ha:lp thc Hritislr riv*r lt:rrtgtxrn. 'l'h* ctftcr twtr uXuntlrons n'csc slntiuscrJ {-i-{0
nril*s alvaY al lltlnrrtittg, the cnpilol tf Yunnan plcvince. In r*lmnting these two
scluadrons, tra{r*rl\, slruck agairr hut thi:; tinr* rvit[r thnx: n*rv (jurliss-Wright L,W_] I
"[)elnon" fislrtcr 1rlatt*s. lrrik Shillinu l*nl plrver anrl cmslr-landtxl- L:hirxise pcnple firrrncl
hirn but mislo*k him lirr n .lapanr-'se. 'l'hc,y trrought lrirn to their villergp where hfl loamrsl
that Ken Mr":rrilt rntl L;rc1' F*'lnnglehurg lrad tlso crashed. Lncy' Mirnglchurg, in his senrclr
firr Shillinn. lricql tn l*nd in * nrtilr-y iitrcit!n rvlr*re lhe *ndr:rcrrni*ge af'rhe Flnnr hit
h*ltonr nfitl thr: arrrrnrrniliolt ctPlulerlc{}\.rlrin!l, ttrrl ;rirt"rall rn fl*rn*s and kiliinrt
l.,i:rrt rticl:rrr l

(.)n [)cc*rnlr*r .)0 Ir] I i f lur [ilyirrr, 'l igert qaw ncl,i*n flrrr iiw lirst tirnr: ..lafmrrr,:s* [rlnrr:s
cartte liun1 llnrrni inlc Kunntirrg al"l*r a nr*d pursnil dnrvn 16lhe lmrrk:r. itirst lrril s*r:prrd
stlttndrotls rr'{:rc sr:rtl !lp otl (-'h*nnnult's si6rnal. Wherr llrg iqln.la;r,tnes* il,{itsl6ishl trr,irr-
enltitli: l;ontlrr:rs srtrv f',{g1rtr 1rk's I'irrrrl;r Ii*;lrs lhirtv rnilcs er*t thcy quicklv 6nrpp,*4 l]reir
Ittntrths flntl tt:r.crsld rlirer:linn: '{'hq: ['lvinu'ligi.:rs lirlln*crl clom txhind hrrl hs511;rttd tt
slruttt iilrit h t1;tt,.: lli,'.Ifl[-r:tttesq' g,i1r1l1-1h lirtrt: lo (:\(frlF-'. As thc lNrnrhtss lJ<,rr ;lrcfl\.- {u}11,
pil{rt F:thvartl [: tr(tr:l*r l,hnlcql until lrr: rnn {rrrl lf'g;rs and rv*s truc*rl 16-iunrp li*ril }ii:s
pllrrtc. [;ttrtunalrly. Arlam anrl []l,c u,rr* waitin6t {iir ttlrnr *nd shot nino,rrt"tlitnr qkrrvn
lc{ting tttlv onr: gt "tr311x11 rxr lorrgcr allnr.:},,cd Kunmirrg *llilc lhc AV(i ncre: stationr:d
tltq::re. Chr:nnnr.rlt rn;rttl*. " ['tl* p^rilols {nr a fl,.:u' irrcrcelnlnus $er-:*nds cguld h;rrdly hclier,e
[hr: irq'rnrlTftli \\'r:Ii] lc;rlly .l*ps. It ruas slricll,y i] ra$c of'huck f,er.er rvith rrn tsarriu.r.rlk- r.rrrly
a lvild mr]lce *ttri shtt.:r lu*k llra! ktip{ tltc {'-"4(}'r: llonr strtxr{ing ench 6tht:1." {}lorvnr4, t}!})

Ort Dccenrher 21" lg'tr l, .lapn struck irgain, this; tirnc on ftangrxrn, Diglrlecn Nakajinra
lrvin*ngine ttlctlittttt lxtmlrcrs t:rtme lltrough nn th* first rvave and w*ru ahlc tg tlr*, rlrcir
botnhs st:ttilttrq lhe l{.angmrn docks ahl;rre. '['lre srx:tln{ rl,ayr r;ame in with ttrirty rnorc
lxrrnbcrs and trvctt!v I'ighters. t:ight of th* fight*rs rvr:rc thc fb;rrcd Zeros anrl fire *llers



\l:crc flflksiirrra-l'r'trtr Q7's, it sntall l*'o"pllur. {}F)n crx:kpit nirr:rnft. 'l'his tiln#, horvr:vcr.
tllcv tverc tttct lr,y llrc llcll's Angclsi fifiq:i:n l)-40's anrj tlrr: l\\,t:nty L,nslish, Aussic. and
lnlervzcnlarrtl allicsflvirrgllrrll:rlofight*r:; nt 18,{X}{)fi-:*t()lsonsplitlissquadnprint*,,
har'rrrg (iccrgl: h"[rlr4ill;rn lcad t]rc atlack. nnrl l}urker l)uJxlry lcadihs rcs$rycs. l)sirrg tlrt:
tcclttiir;tte iluglrt ht' {. 'U*r,,rrrult, fu{cMillarr's nine plnrrcs tlqrvc fiom ntxrve firing on the V
ftrrtnatiott ol'lrveltl-1'*seven -lapanese txrnrlxlrs. Charlie Oldrr sfigt dqrrrn the 6catl trrxltrcr
alrd u'ith Scl'eral olltcr passes brought dourn trvo more. -t-[r: "l*pnesc then relcased t6e ir
bornbs ancl rctreated leaving their frght*rs fur Mch{illon's o*;*,n.1" Once they madc cqrntact.
the l?lving'l'igers resorterJ to individual dogfiglrts.

Meanrvltile, l-)tlporty's sqad attacked the sr:cond rvave of tmrnbcrs hut rvere ilot as
sucr-:cssful ils fu'lc]r{illnn. Ncil lvlartin led tw,o others in a rfir,e t{}wards the Japrarrcse. 'l"h*
bonther's tttrret gunners opcned fire ripping apart Martin's P-40 holling it srimervhat
motionless before l'allinq to (*thina's tlxrr (h4averic, l4e) While the rdt of [)uJxlr1,,s
fighters rvere n:;lkirrg their pfl.a$es- si,r Nakajilna g/s flewon theirtails.I;ourof whiclr
shot up lhe rvings of I lcnry Gilhert, the vor.rngest of the AVG af age lrventy*one, r:ausi,l$
hirn tn fall to his dr:atlr Gcorge Mctr,'lillalr. ['aul (ireene" and Charles Oldei rvc:re also $iho[
down ttttt stlrvivctl ( )verall lhe AVC hnd a succr*ssful day hringing down lrventy-li'c
Japlrncse planes rvhilc cnly losirrg five plarrcs and two piiols "the Raf; shot down severr,
lcrsing five pilots anrl *leve n airtralt. "I'hcrc were heavy damages ro their other planes anil
tltlile groutrtl ore\Ys rvere atlempling to {ix thenr, lhc AV(i piints analt'zed t5e trartlr anrl
del'clopecl rrerv tactirs lbr the next engagernent.

'["he Japanese rcturnerJ on C]hristnrns rlav I r]41 with an evcn larger air fleet" Sixty
bontbers and tlJr lo lhirly figlrters tlcrv thr: skies uf China. "l'lris time the AVG rvere
u'aiting firr thenl. scn<Jing up trvelve t)-40's as well as sixtecn Bullhlnes. 'I'he llAF and
AV0 had a rttosl tritrrttphant day pulling dnrvn almost iirurtv-five Japanese aipral] lqsing
trvri'l"igers nnrJ nin* I{ritish fighters" Filot Rotrert l-Icdrnan shot donn live enemy planes
rnakint hir* th* firsl Arnericiul RCc in thc r.var of'Asia"

'l he air halllr: over It;rttqontr laslccl sr:vcnly-fivc days Gcncrnl {-lhelrnault m*vcd lhr:
Irran<.la I']eats attd Atlnrn atrtl [-ivc to help out. hul r:vcn with the trvo squadrons the
"lapanese ovcrlxlwe rr:rl lhcttr .lnpan rca*lx:tl thc crrtrkirls of l{angrxyt at the cn{ g{'
I;r:btrtarY nlttlt: lltr: llvittq'f igers nrovt:rl lo a place callr:tl N,lngrrc in Northern tlu*,a
Althorlglr Japatr rvott lhe halllq. lhe r\\r( i hatl 297 ccllain vic*iirics nncl anclther prnhatrk:
1.5"1 wilh only l*lt cttrttlxll krsses l/tixh l{(nt(}r -; (}f thc 3lB 6riginals,2-5J rcrnailrr:tl rrrrtil
thc sndanrJ sixt_1-fivt'lcfl lrt-[rrre rtislrantlrncnt^ (/lrurrr-] I"hel.rvere filrtunfitc as
ittexpr:ricltcr:d pilots l() olrlv ltarr: forlr rle*{hs in six mr:nths. I}uc tqr llmsc reas,ns th*
AV(i rvas cttnsitlctr:tl hY Amcrir:irns as the hright s;xrt in lhc rrlnr ag*inst .laJran (/lra:rr...)

ln 194? (iclrclnl (-'lt':rtttatrll rctunrcd to aclive tluty in thc Amrv Air l;orc*. 'l 6: I;l-yirrg'l'igers rvere askcd to Eivc rrp thr:ir mt:menirry status nrrr.t N'ight undcr Chcnnarrh in llrEr
fiourtecnth Air l:olE:e Six lrnnsfbrrr;r! *ver anrj the rcst rrrit hack hlrne to Arncricn { )rr
July 4. I942 thc Arrrcrir.:nn volunteer { inr*p rvas distrand+:d.

Ittt| ',rnr"t'l r,;rcilirrr i:rlrr as studt'nls flrrrrttlr:t,rs intir'nr:uk -nsil hlrnl

t



nnell

Forrr ir 4{i },rmatrawks 2rx! Purslfil A'Vfi, tcx,tk rrff fiorrt llarrur",rurr's
Irrlinqalad0n Aerr:drome in the crisp pr*.dawn CIf B .l*nuilty. 1$42 {}rv+ tuneqJ back; fr::r en6tirtrl
trr:r rhle, leavirtr; lhree lrl r':nrltirruf, tt lirnh largol. [laherrrl Aero.qfrt)rrrtr. a,.laJ:anese-lreld airfielrl
orrtside of Tak. irr rrorihur.,+slerit Jlinilarrd

liclr:aclrunl"ender'.latlif'i.:"arkirkleqlfhefr.rrnralitn,rvitht)avirj[. "iex"'l-illlf]yirrg"linr]lowarrJ"s
wtttg As tltey altg:r'oacltril lhe .lapanese airfie[1 Imm thc srJrriirr:ast they r*rserved scveral 1 .tXi
artd 1 87 fightr":r's ttl llll: t;rottnrJ wi:rrttirtr; up lnr laheoff. wittl rtrt.'re rirrJrrrg ttre freld at 2,000 fret
Wriih tlt*r st tn at llreir bar:k$, hlqwkirk ;ieelerj off !r r a 2q0".rFph riive r*s l-lslwarrJ arrrl I lill fnllnwed irr
strinel. As ".1'e,r" I lill rlosrritrscl il.

"Tite first thirtq I nr.rlic:o,i ',".'lren wp hroke inlo shiprr{ tn strafe lhe fielrj. thern were rror* flran llrree
aiq:ianes in nur p;lllerrr /,, .lap fighter qfl1 irfi llr:wanj's tail anrj t pulhrl up behinttr ilre {iUhtrrr artrj
kinda ltoserJ ltirtt dowrt. /'"t the sanp linle a .lap nrade an overhear-i pass"on ffie arx:l shot 33 lroles
in tny airplarle I pr.rller"f r,rp sharply tr: lhe left intr.'t h&,rJ Jatrxl anrJ was irr a posrtiwr fur a head"orr
pa*s, I squeezet! lhe iriqqer artrl lte Lrtew up " Ilre victr:rios vrera t.lilt's first t,cro of a strlng of t?-
11.'1vr,'irtr thc A\/G, nrai-inrJ him lhe srnortl liiqfrsslscorirru ace in l5e Flying -Iigers

hllp.tl)rsny.pii.]lIfl rrt,"t:-!rrlit4rtrrqi,ltlril
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Iive toilav

I was fortuna{e enouch to have experierrced such n moment
recently.

In an age rvhere heroes tend to be hard to frld" rlhe re a uran'$ suc*es is jutlg3d by his weolth- his influe*rce
and hit power, it is snnrelimes rvorlh tnking n monrent to remsnber thnr Lmirry ir a grent yifiue ancl one
which seenrs lackine in tlre sale arrd insrrlar rvorld irr rvtrich we

On I llh lJr-r,,,gn11ra, nl t-'!er,*:tt rrtinulcs prtsl the elq,:i r,ri!"h tnur a
(eletTt{rlty ts ltelrl c,.i rr'\t'nr rri lhe ( hi,rntt ltlli fnr+r1,,n
oeril(lery, ns irrdcl:d il r,i hrld rn th,(,u:;finrls of rrlh,,,r t*cutiorrs
arourtd the glotlc ()rirrinally rrrarke<t irr a da.v to rr:lrrnrnher the
allicxl soldiers wtr; lnst tlrerir li,,es ru e:rrrrrhat durinr,r the (keat
War (First Worki W;ir)" the r*rnenihrnn(x) eerenr()n1,j, together
rvith tlre recl roseri ol'[ilarrrlryr. luts tulxerlrrr:rrth, hren exlert(hd
to cover the dead ol rnnre l*l-rnt u.a$ lt is saluta.rv when you
take a rn<irlent orrl ol'v<tur li{i lo rr.rnt rnlnr that ,tre w+rltl is as
it is torJny Lecause rrrillitns lrer,e sacrificcrl the ir Irr..cs in
to nllr-rrv il to lre so An<l finnLly nr.'shoultl sli trc rrrore grateful"

attenrl thr: derdicaliolr ccrenr()!r\r fol a nr*qrorial hrnrrrrrr ng 0le
Anterican Volunteer (irnrrp I tV(i). heltr"r Lnnr,flr r,c 'l"Le trlying'l'i$rs

At 4 a rn" on 24th Nlnrch- I qr;1, ten P-40.frxnahnrvks liflerl offinlo the d+r*iness fronr a srnall l]rrtish
auxilrary field in lhrrnrn 'l hrre of tfre Ii!o!s harl nr:r"nr llnwn at night belore and rmly on* hnd hesr to
Chiang lf,{ai. "thev'u,-ere headins trr lhe nrrv Jap+rr^.ip nir bases in thrr (.hiane lolai vailev. Ilying nl ten
thousand feet in piteh darkncs.s in a h!inding ha-re r,..iing onl), time and diruxtirxr as theii navigation tool.
Vice Squatlrofi Lertl,*r ('hlrlre B<xid nr*il* a c'rll r,.lret he clrlcilln{,xl rhet hr: rnu$t s(mn t,u ntiiis torget

"l look a risk and *osedir crd li dr--i,.rccs to lhree fhlr.rrnnd feet and lhere irelow, arrrazinglv, urs l-)6i Srrthep
andthe(hrangh'Iai rallev."said(:irarlrellonrlatthededicalionoerem{}ny lhel,hudlbuntltheirtarget.for.
linerl up in neal tour lrclou and visihb by thr: slirrht $i(i'epage of light as tilcl sun rner.le its pr-ogress fronl
bel'or'tl the hcrrieon. rvere .la1-apg5q' fig.,hters npd h*rnrbers. ..W* **io a p*ss, {iring anrmurirtinn, not bornhs.
orttn the surpriscd 'lAPittt*:;e [,elolv. I still rernerntn:r tlre scc,ond ;r*ss" rvhich \\]a"s so low lhat I r.:*ul,J see thc
look of'shock on thc face:r oi'the Japancse soldiem ns I swo<pe.d by lnrl let lirq'' he rold ,,0 11u ** ,n,
enrapltrrcd listorinq lo hiq sttr ies

In totll Iharlie f lpnff p,a,16 li.rrr dnrrnr{ J,.sses tlrrt nrnrning, nnc! trwntv p!*nex nrere *testroyed hefore the
squatlron heade,<I har:k for sllqly

;\t a tirns" rr,'her th,.l al!ierl *,ar fiqai*st.Ial.ar'i'as fi,,rqht rrn the rlrft.n,:,rr thiq rr?c, fl nrhj{}r vicfr.rry {irr allicd
rnlrr:rh anrl a gr**! lrilrv tc tlrt ,lapsrrese

To [rr: lroucst it r,,.'asrr"t [lilrnt:rnhr*lrcc I!r1- rvhir:]r trxrk me to
(ltrinrrg IVIai's lioreiurr (lt'rn*t*ry thrs 1.enr. bul afl urlitnlrrn to



I;lruht I.c;rdr:r \l'rlli,rrrr ,11lnr.:k Mac' lUr(iarrr. r l,f rnq rvas strlrcl hy grrlrnd firc jusl hefirse rhe flnd ol.the
raid !:ut lie lrrnnnqcrl l{r 1r;1111:f1111s irrtr.r the llrntle ,rt.lr i,fne lL:xlg Snri lr*fi.:rc hit plcne flffihed irrto llr* lrills
nl( Jrianf' lVlai lle r"trtthrml the ilrn*1le {irt f8,1,,,u, lrcfrrre lxing firrrrrrl l,v.lhart, rvh*r lfterr turnerl lrirp 6r,er

hls silrradrorr at therr hcnrl,Inrters rn KrrnnrrnLl rv,rirre the enrl cf the r,,,nr

Sadly, the leader of the A
hit hy ground fire arrd cra
Jgpanese airfield at l.anrp

vG'c second squndron. Iohn ynn Kurtn 'scarsdrh Jnck' Newki*'s ptnne rws
shed near L,amph*n as he uvas leading the squaclron $n * $epfirstg attack on a
hrrn lle 1v?s.not so fortrrrrnlr as to walknway

T}en t&ere was ('hartes l\'{ot{. w}ro uts the first A\I(i pilct ro har.e been capr*red by th* Jnpanme, and ttis
was on Bth Jarrrrary I q4?. v.'hefl he rtas on a rairl to an airfield *t lrifae Sat" i{is po*it ur, *rrr"inrggol nn o
tree and he was suhseqttentlv sent lo the F01V r?mp nt the Rirer Kwai- GmtirE on th* wrong sidf of sorne
Japanese soldiers later ctru. hc r.vus atxrtrt tcr he shot ivlren fortrrn*tely a "tagnnese officer, wfto knerv Mott
fronr the Llniversitv rrf {lalifrrrnia in [.,os An,gr:les rvh*re rhey had borh *rL"rtJ;;.;; itii,rrir,Lr, *rrr,*
war. stqrped in trrrl saved hirn f-le cun'iv(d his yenrs in Kanchannhuri retratnelv ;r*{t*t 

'M;:tire,turnetl

tct-CIiang Maiin lqq'tr rvitlr rtrenrbers of the AVG anrl their farnilies ro vie.rv r#;;kd;*ilei;*k r1l*-
Mc{}arry's P40 rvhen it u';rs discovere.d hv the l;oundation for the ftesenrtiorn *n,l f_r*i*f"f**rinf rf,*'Ilrai Aircraft.

'I'his nrelrrorial is derjiratctl to the nrcnrory of the ,4VG Flying Tigers ()r'r rhe sitle nf the ohelisk monu!.llrnr
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ilrere is also att inscription which honours these rrren, their ('ornmander Clairc trc Chennaulr, and the Free
Thai.

Four-of fie remaining eleven Flying T'igers came frorn the Stfles for this dedication cercmony: Charlie
Boncl, Dick Rnssi, Bob Laher artd Peter lVright Also attending the cerarrony $erc three merirbers of tle
F'ree l}ai lncluding Prince Bhisadej Rajanee; the l.Jnited sht; Ambassrdoito Thailand, Darren Johnson
and the l)eputy Assistant Undersecretary of State, Matttrew Daley. Many So$ond \{orld War heroes fronr
England' lirance and the United States were preserrt as was the Royal consort, Group Captain Veerayuth
Didyasarin rvho represented the Foundation for the Preservation and Developrnent of noi Aircraft. Local
personalities and members of press nttcnded

I*was fortunate enough to have been honmrred wirh an invitation to lunc{r ar the united stato conrJlte
Creneral after the cerenlony rvhere we mingtetl infirrmally with these henres, trmrd their stories, share<t in a
srnall llay sonte of lheir experiences and learn? in a crusfiingly humbliog marDer of their achievernenls,

My cale.rrclar shall always be marked txr I I th Noro.her from this day ftrrth,

h1'['tlr Ktnmsing*t
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[i:l[:wlnrl the pttrrtrrtelinq of llagwe, lht lapantrt4 (-.iir(ientrate,{i $n wlpinq (xtt the Brlilsh renrnant$ {}t1 .l.h€'
y{e$t- {_-oitst of Rrrrrria. Raidiilq Akyah r"rn }lert*r }t, !lte 64ttr Sefitai kxil orr€ }layahusa" callge (lnspr:n.:ified
('lhe Rriticlt riairn*:rl trrro hi.rrrrhers anrl nrre figtrrol.l A rtftrrrr trip r+as Alrwlat,$p$iied fuy the fiVG'S Fllar.Ctr
24 rairJ orl f.hiail0 Mai, r^rtrir;h tlestroyerl thrr_ne plarres anrl sirlelined l0 rrlore to strafing damaqe, (1 his
numtrer apparently irrr-firrierl lxrllr r-rf tfuf "wcr,er"r,,lf" liurlicarres that the 64th Sentai hirt brrxlqtrt frnrn tlrr.
Indies. For tlrs:ir part, ttlq f.lyinq tiqers wd,re crr,,liie{J with destroytng l5 airrraft at Chiang M;ii.) \Alhen thfl

rairJer$ s-tnlck fo'r"rr l-layahusa$ of the
3rr"l Chut;ri were appflrently pneparlnq trl
heke crff for a raid sn Ak)rah.

lspd{ite{r, "lhwwtt idtntified in -la$anesr
h$tati(s as l\tewloi&'s planr,, ltis wrerb
tpar,s lfie (Af serial P-8165. Fillru AVG
r{x'rcrr,fs ate Frron{ or tftir.. rs lhe
Ir:maftawk tfiat rnade a forr:ed landin$
rmar tr+rsftio in lale Ner{h or early April.

Tlte Japanese historian noteli Lltal "the lmniortal lack Newklrk was shot dawn" hy gmuntl fire, alonq wlth
lvillla.ry l!lf.G-ar[y, wlt$ w;!s Gtptured try Thai polir:e, trruught tlflc* tn Chlarq Hai by hxut, and ihere
lnterrogated. hy the lapattr,lse 'strlctly rxrshe{, hinr to answer the questl$urs'"--an brrleai that rnust have
been very unpleasant fur Hr:Gam7. llowever, it was less than satisfa*ory for Colonel Kato: there wa$ no
one at Chlang Mal who spr<lke bot.h Engllsh and )apanese, s.o one Thal askud th€ questiorrs ar]d translated
l4r$arry's ansutels lnto ['rench for the secolrd lnterpreter, who ttmn rerdened ttrenr--apparently lnepily--
lnto lagrnese. "Corrtntander Kato wag greatty annoye,rl because he could ffirt und{$$ta"it ttre French
language,' the ]apanese historlan relates. Ir1 c()frsfrlrlence, lt vuas "hard fur hlm to urxlerstarxj what wa$
happenlng in tlrit combat" tletween the AVG an{tr tho Mth sentai. Later, the]&pafte$e rnntJuded that
McGary had giverr "a lot. of iilcorrect irrfomatiorr- ffi hl$ quesUofi€rs"

+*f $******t +**rs*il**ti**tt****
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{S}.loirn Hewkirk

jffiL I lrr: trewcpallers t;trllerl hinr -ScarsrJ*le lar-k,* th*trqh ti.* vras 3r-{r-r6lly a nalive of New york

faj'" 
-\ ( itY, hnnr there on lloverrrher I5, t!)l 3. Improtrably, he lurrj worket as a c{rpy hr:y for ?rrrre

I f ntat-;;tzirl'. lle also serverJ a three-year hitt:h ln the {..1.S. Arniy as an infantry lieutenant,r -:' ' I belore r'rlilr:hirrg lr: the Navy and f]ying, and son-rewhere ln there tre,apparentty al:;r: flew fnr'i : Atnerican Airlines. Jack wa$ a lighter pilot abo,artl Yorf;fi16.7p wlrcn he volunteered flor the

^Jr**, , AV(;. At thrl age of ? 7, with his ieadership traifiinq, he was alreatty a dsminant flgrrre in the
-dF. 

- 
J Qr,rrrp hy tfte time hS arrive:d in $rrrrna. By th*l tirne he was killed on the r*hiang Mal rairl,

'" "Fr r' lte too lr;rd heelt r:terlitrd with 7 air-to-.iir vir.tories, Lh*ugh qonre AVG veteranE hlnterl
broarlly thorl were skeplical of hlr; rJaims, (lt is certrlrdy inre ttrat tlrc vptaflrr;n learJers.

whn had the prinlary res;ir:rnsibitity lor slqninq of{ on vlrtorie.s, qe*er}ily huilt up the.tr icores rftorn quir:kly
tlran tlte rrthcr l)ilots )

.lnhrt "licar sqlalq: .f aq:k" Ncrtk ir k

* 3.larr 1!),{?: I tti.4{ lilroki: fiqtrter, 1 Ki-/T llale fiqlrter
. 20 lan 1q4): ? KL21 t{ate fightem
6 lj J;tn 144): 1 f i ], SallyT 1r61,,5n r, 7 V.i 2l Nate tjqhters
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Mac ll{cGarry, f)rlwn in Thailand

urn u"F*4$ae)$ Ulrffirn fVk&nry

Williarn "N{flc" fulc{-iarr1, urzrs hit hv anti-aircraft fire orqr Chinng Mai" Tirailand, *n
March 24,1942" flis"l'ornaha** crashml in tlm rain forr,st i* rxrrihenr .f'trnilnnd" a*d
McGarry spent the resl of the *'ar in a'l-kri prison. A tip nf thc virtr.ral hat tn Jnhn
MacGrcgeir of fico{lanc.l. who photogr;rphccN the rrreckng$ at {-trinng }vlai Air Forc* f}xsc
in T"hailand, and whn also sent alurg clippings fr*rn * Thai *viation mngauiue c*ll*d
(yrs!) T'op (iun" Atxrve is the rvreck $f M*fiarryis airuraft a* it wa.s discovrred in the
sunrnter of l99l

'l hrr rvas-irrst lu:frui"' fil utrl
lvns ;rui:lishcd. nnd {ht:
l{c,rr;t iirs. r'r'trrir:!i h, :,: ilr:;

cxcitcrn*nt of the {irxl r*xs rvhat prrrnrg4*rl nre to rvriis} thr nrrvcl
nnd ends r,r'ith thr *,r*r-:kas* +rl-a Irn*nlmu.li in [llr: r;rinr fi.rrcst



Atrrvc: {hs 'lirlrraha* 
k's I lalnilton-Sland*rd prop mor}ntr:d *rru e s$r1 ol terrari*r* *l" l*cal

earttr and Plan{s Iii:}rilid n{ lt:{} tnav tx part olthu caft}p}. aru.} to th,i: righr is a;xrstcr
ahout the ['-,1{}. !}r:lurq.. a sisn tell:r thc stqrrv i'n 'l'hai. 'the engin* fmnr this nircraf}_.{, "A tr
serial P-Bl l5'-is said l* l.re irt 'l'ortenct-'. (l*lit []*lorv: the :ittx-1" irr 'I-lrai^

Ph*rlos copvright hv .!*hn lo-.{ae(irr:gor. I)il*cls*, Iirxrtlanel.



I t tt ;t:/i wrvlr,' **l l ri rrt f truln r(lnr,ilx:r [;tr? h{r rl

'I ttmtnltnrvk turqq: 811 lxr []r:rl (lhricllil;rrr

Allen "llflr{" -{.'}rriqrrnril pl-f hr: i\V( i )rud Sr;uadron (ak* t{u: I}ilrxtn t}**rs! hat! h,xln a
cotnir-slrip ilrlisl rn trivili;ul li{b As llrrr rtr;rry is tr,rlr!. he cr*;rteql lhs *fk$rchv Snrilh"
s*tit:s atrtru{ arr Arttrrican mr:rr'*rrary ;rl!111 in $prdh Anlr:ni*a."lh*n life irrrif;it*d arl, ali it
,':ts'i:lHr *i*i;l'.':TI*:,:'fsfl':-.Il,:[lfl **:Hly$]s*ig:txf::* fl,l,ly;';,, p.:,
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I don't knolv hon' t*;lny of"tJterc skelrlr*s rvere agrlietl ttr Llm AV{i -l 
tlmaharvks. tlr*ugh'I'errill Clerrtertls mvs lhat lh* cttwlxrv did mak* it-onto ttre firselage of thc'lomaha*-k

cra.shedby'l'exllill onthr:firstnighiofthewar"l}ecartolnsapinsidej6kes:Jack
Ncwkirk as lht: rvell-drcs'i$d parry [xrr', Mqxrsc Moss ryilh s jug of rnoonihinc amrl a
checkerbwrd- fiil tlril'-ht parachuting to srfe{y ( he rtas in a mirl*air collisiur rvith .lohn
Amtslrorlg r}n Sc;rtcltttrcr l{}, Tex I trill as a crrwtN.ry. f}et*r $/rigtil *s an uptight essl*rn*r.
Apparentlv lh* drnrvinss \yere don* at I oungrxl lxlirrc llm outhrenk of war.
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rf:H t{f;tt "4$

The spots that ilgrear on solne of these tlrawinp rnight lrc pewxla foo$rints" Tlhe msmtrerr
are lhe fu-selage numhrrs oleach pilot.s tornahawk.--

xrwiltftt("34

Thesc sketclrcs rvene entailetl lo.me hy s*me*ne, rvh$$e crrvering mess{rgc l\.e l6st, sri I
don'l k*,w his nnme *r whcrr: hr got ihu,,rr. Ilut herc thcr.nfir,
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Flying ffir;*rs f$#rrrnorial - #frrang llfa[ Ilraifmm#

lirom: Archir: I Iall
llntc: IlrLti,ltlttt
'['inne: lt): l6: lfi n tul

Remote Nnme: A('Ail:A'74 ipt.aol corrr

Conrrnerrts

Article putrlishcd Nnv l.l, 2001 'l hailand Ijrccts Fll.ing'l'igir:; Mernorial \,r

Ily l)ANII1l, l.( )VI ii{ IN(i Assrxi;rtr-.rl ['ress Writr-'r

A tnemorial hns hecrr rrt:cted in rurrthcrn 'l'lrnilanrJ tn the Frl,ine'l'igt:rs - a group of
volunteer lI.S, pilots wlrrt attat:krtl Jatrxrnes* hases in'l-hailansl during Workl War II, a
11.5. official said"l hursday.

t).S. Arnbassailor 1o l'[railarrd I);rrrl'l .[ohnsorr antl lrrince Ilhirafej Itajaniol'tlrr: Frcc'l'luri
h{ovenr*nl. an allicrl Hr(}lrp that rcslsletl rrct:ugrying Japanr:x lirrccs riuring th*: n,ar, 

-

inaugurated th* rncrnorirl 'lrrcsd;rv irr the citvof (;hiang M*i" atxurt -i6fl milcs norlh n{"
Ilangknk.

Around l5{} yxoplc, irrcludilrg ftrrmcr flyirrfl 'l-igcrs pil*rts" gathcretl filr tlrc unveiling o{'
the shorrkler-high black ohelisk at thq.: l'oreign C'emetery, also knoltn as []an l-]en, saitl
Henry Jardinc, art arlrnittistralive ofllcer at the [].S Consulate in Chialg h4ai.

tJ.S. Assislattl Sr:crcrnrr n[ Slalc lr{alth**, I )nley, Iirrm*r nrcrntrers 6f the ilrec'l'hai
Movenrcnl and Wrtrkl War II vctr:rRns lrom Franc,s, Rrilain arxl tlre tJnitecl Statr:s alsqr
attentJecJ the everrt, rvlrich coincitJetl rvith Veterans tr-)a1,

During the cert:nnft\I. (-'.^Flv'ng'l ig*rs pikrt Mqi" {isn. ilhacl** liond dsscriS*d a surJnise
attack on a "laPattr:se airfi*ld irr {-'hiftne Mai. .lardirre sairJ llord *,'as anrong ftlrr 11f ths I I
surviving mernhr:rsr *f'lhe Flying."l-igt:rs Hl lhc cerernony

A,ltothcr {i:imr:r lrilot. I}otr Lalhrr, 8?, planncrl tei lral,el lqr Kupming in southcrn lhina
aller the ce(g[lr.r111r u'ilh fivc olh*r r.'r:terirns tqr rvilness the raising,rf ,r** of rhe group's
airplanes that craslrr:d into I)ianchi tr.lrkc in April lg4Z.

-t'he trlying'l'igcrs - so nnmed lrct:ause lhet' raintr"tl tiger shrrk rnoulhs on thc nns*s of
thcir planes - w;.ls ii srl)lt[) o[ e7 t] S. pilols rvho in t gl{ I helfx:r.l thc glrines* Air listce
pratecl lhc []rrrnta l{.oirtl. Chirra's vital supply roulc, drrrinq its war rvith Jirpan.

'I'he'l'igers, lvhr:l llerv uttrier thr: (lhinr:se flag. went on to *Xtack Japaneru rnilltarv 6nsrs irr
northern 'I-hailanll drlring thcir y*ark"rng canrprign.

i



-\

l

ON NOVIIMIIER I l" 2003, A rnernorinl to honor tlrc Americnn Vohmteer Gmrqr (AVC)
Flyirrg'I.igers was dcdicated in Chiang l\4ai. "ttailand- IlTc sinrple marue obelisk is
inscribcd r}n all four sides. On tlrc front is uritten: 'In munory of tlre American
Volurrteer Group ({yg) Flying "l'igcrs and Frec'l'hais.'An i:n-scripion on the side honors
AVC Comntander Claire Lee Chennault and three AVC pilols: Squadmn l"ea&r Jack
Van Kuren Newkirk, who was killed in Nrrrth Thailand on March 24, Ig42; night t.eatler
Charles Mott and wingman William McCrarry, who urere JaponesepbWr in ffrailarxl.

The AVG memorial dcdication was attendc<t by repescnratircs frrorn fte Flyrng Tip,*
Associatian, the Arnerican Emtrassy, the Royai Thai Air Ftrrre andflre rre. firli. li*rs
hosted try the lroundation for the Preservation and tkvelopnent of Thai Aircraft.

:r 
|tt-Bob Bergin

Copyright Air Age publishing F'eb 2fi)4
Provided by I'roQuest Infonnalion and lxarning Compuny. Att rights Reservetl.

*+ * ** * ***+ + * :l * +* *,t *****:;il *:;***

On I I November 2003, a mermrrial honoring the American Volunteer Grcup (AVG)
flylng I-igers was dedicated in the sity of Chiang Mai in rortlffin l-luilald. -r11g

dedication celemony nnas attended by representatircs fiam ttrc AVC Flying Tigers
Asscciation, the Anrerican and British emhac$ies, tlrc Royal Thai Airn rrdfnraF), and
the Irree '['hai Movement- tlosling lhe e,vent nnas rhe Fnurxtation for rhe preservation an*l
Developmcnt nf 'l hai Aircraft, a group dedirated to;reserving Thailancfs aviation
Itcritagt:.

T'hc nrerrtorial is a simplc martrle obelisk lvith inscripions on each of its fuur sidss. 'lhe
front-states sinrplv: "[n memorv nf Arnerican Volunirer Gnrup (AVG) Irtying Tigers nnd
Frec Thais," Beldw.thc finglish word$, Ihc stalcmcnt i* r*]or"d in Thd script_ An
inscription on the side horrors AVC Cqrmmander Claire k:e Chennauh and thlee AVC
Pllors. Stluadron I.eader Jack Van Kursn, killed in nurth'I'haitond on 24 March t942;
Flight Leader Charles Mott and willinm h{c-crnrry, who uere both tmld as pows try the
Japanese in'I'hailand,

The ceremonY rvas simple and dignified. A color guard compCIsed of USAF and RTAI;
airmen F)sted the colors. Pastor tlates of the t-hia;g Mai C'ommunity Cturch gave an
address that spoke ekquently of service to country flnd Frt the AvGilying Tigers inro
an historical conlcxt"

I

AVC pilot and Chiang Mai Raider Maj" Cen. Charles tsond described tfu Z4March 1942AVGraid on the Jalnncse air bage at Chiang Mai. I{azr and dartntxs mqde it impussible
to make out landrnarts- until Bond sprffed noi Suttrep, the moudain that stnnds tike a
sentinel over the airlield- Botd had bverflown Chiangtvlai U*n* and now took the lead
as the six AVG P-4os tlove down kr stra{e ttrc J4nr& *i*Lnp"*"1wingtip,to-
wingtip on the nmp. The P-40s were so low tturt nond couto **i r"purro* ;ll;; dpcking



theirheads as tlrey ran townrd their fighters. Bond made a seoond and a thind pass, then a
fourth one &s anti-aircnaft fire grew more intense. he noted tlrd one P40 urcni down; its
pilot imprisoned try thc Japonese but he wuuld be rescued by the Free Thai. Lis&ners
comrnented how movrrd they werc by Maj. Gem. Ilond'r rroiukr md how his vivid
description of the raid made t}em feel they uErc part of the action- An RTAF officer said
that listening to Bond ns RT'AF OV-|() Broncos F$sed sverlrcad gave him a bad ca$e of
goose burnp.

Wreaths were laid by Darryl Johnson,IJS Ambassador to Thxiland mdMaj. Gen" 80116,
andby the senior Frce Thai representmive, PrirrceBhismej R4iani. Also ir rtmrarrrc*
w_ere IJS Deputy Assistarrt secretory of State Motthew Daley, formerrnembers ofthe Free
Thai movement, and WrMI veterans frorn llrit*in and the tiSA & AVG FlyiqgTigers
pilots atteilding we"re Charles Bond, Dick ttmsl Bob l"ayhcr, atrd Peter lfirigirt

I'he idea ftrr the memorinl began when AVC members and t6cir families visited nqrrth'I}ailarrd in November lg94lo view the wreckage of William "Black Mac" McGarry,s
Curtiss P-40" The plane had crushed on tlre 24 March lg42 ChiangMai raid. Japanese
anti-aircrnlt lire was intense, but the six AVG Tomahawks ttrat canied out ttre raid were
credited with destroYrry I S Japnnese airuaft on the grumd- It rras n significant victory
at that early stagr oitt J *at *ir", the Japanese seerned invincible ard the Allies wtre
seeiug little trut defeat in Asia-

While making a linal shating flilss over the Chiurg Mai field, McGarqr's p40 was struck
by grerund fire. McGany fiied to guide his damagod aircraft tmk to *ftay in Bgrma, but
was unable to clear a ridge. he rolled ttrc p-40 over, droppril mrt and parachutul int' a
jungle clearing. 'llre aircra{l crashed neafu. lts wreckag; hy undisturg in the rJense
jungle until it was discovered ahnost 50 years later by tritt t ite hunters. Ln 1992, with the
help of an RTAF helicopter, the Foundation For the Pressn/atitm and DeveloJxnent pf
l'hai Aircraft rnoved the wreckage to the Ii'I'AF base at Chiang Mei, the *rL uirfi*ld th,
AVG attacked in March 1942.

During their 1994 visit to north Thailand, the AV0 group also traveled to lannphun,
about l5 nriles south of Chiang Maig wfiere John Van Kuren "scarsdale Jackn Ncwkirk
craslred on that sarne day in March 1942. Leader of ttre AVG's secorrd Squadron'panda
Bears," Ncwkirk had heen in thc thick of thc nctirm during thc carly **ih* of the war
yhel the AYG fought alongside the Royal Air Force in dftnse ofBurma At the tinre of
his death Newkirk lvas one of Americat tcading aces, credited with l0-5 victories over
Jap'rnese aircruft. he was among the fint Arnericans dmorated by ttn Brirish wl6n he
received the Distinguished Flying crrrm a month hehre his death.

On 24 March, rvhen the six-plane 
-flight 

of P-4Os led by Rob Neale athked Chiang Mai,
Ncwkirk led a second elemed of four P.l0s agdn$t a i.pan*e {ield d fanrpnny some 40
miles southeast of Chiang h,fai- Whenno Japanese 

"ir*rift 
u6re foud 1tr"*, N,i..*irt

turned the Uight back toward the main acticrn at Chiang Mai. En muh, just ouhide ttre
town of Lamphun; he dorae on a grormd targeqpossibly a Japanesc *iror"A vehicle. His
wingman saw a ball of firc and rmlized tt ar Ne*t i* trm 

"i*rrea
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The precise location of Nelvkirks cmsh was not known- In November 1992, aftertln
cliscovery of McGarry's aircraft and its move to ths RTAF bose at Chiang Mai was
prrblicized, an unknttrvn man rvalkecl up ln a gate guard at tfue tnse and handed hirn a
shard of aluminum. A note iclentilicd it ns coming frorn an Annerican riffialt that had
crashed at l-arnphan on 24 March 1942

A trvo-ycar investigation by thc Foundation for tlrc Preservation md Dcvelopment ql
l-hai Aircraft followed- Although the man who approaclrerl ttre gate was nevlr found, the
search ltrrrnd five witnesses who weie children in 1942 wtren ftey wihesssd Neu&irkls
crash and burial hy the Japzurese. During their visit tCI Lamf*la& the Flying Tigem werc
taken to the sites where Nervkirk crashe,tl and had treen burie( and then ma rvith tlrc
'I'hai witnes.ses. 'llhai provincial authorilies erected a memorial to N€wkirk and 66pres.sed
hopc that it would one day be nrade permanent (Years aftet the war, Newkirk's grave at
Lamphun was locatetl try a US military tearn and his rernains wtrs returnd to tfr US. he
was buried on I I May 1949 in the yanl of the Episcoplian CXrurch of St. James the txss
in Scarsdnlc, NY )

"t'he third pilot honored Charles Mott, was Bmong the Flying Tigers u,ho visited Thailan<l
in 1994- he was the first AVG pilot ttr he calfrrmd by the JaFnese. It wa-s 8 January
1942' The war was just a month old when Mott led folrr P-4Os on one of the AVGts first
raicls against the JaJnnese. 'tlre target rvas an air{ield nt Mae Sot,Ilrtilfid, where
Japanese aircratl were hased. As Mott dove down and rosrecl t1cross tlre field strating
enemy aircnall, he was hit by gmund fire and the Allisur engrne quib. He pulld his-p4o
up to 300 feet and baifed out tlis parachute opened almost immedidely.rU thel snaggrd
y a tall tree. That prnlnbly savd his life, hut a fall from the tree seriously injured him.
T'lre Japanese put him on a train and sent him to orc of tlreir compounds in Bangkok,
where he was lcft to treat his own irrjures. whcn hc started to recowr and tried io **"*1*,
the Japanese transfuned him to the infamouq IOW camp at the RirrerKwai, ]Ie sgrent the
remainder of the war working along the "death railway.;

In the years that fotlowetl the 1994 AV(i visit,llnis involved in the visit spoke of
establishing a peffnanent mcrnorial to Ncwkirk and the AVG. It was thougit that any
permanent melnorial should he flaced at Chiang Mai, Tlrailands sccond t"ry--t city and a
popular holiday destinalion for Thais and foreign visitors. A nrcmorial there v*ould be
easily accessible. The location selectod for the memorial rmas ttre ChiongMai foreign
gemetery - a pleasant, urcll-located sitc thet in the latc lgth century t"as gi"en by the Thai
King in perpetuity to the forcign community.

It is significant thal the Free l"lrai are prt of the main inscription on the rnemorial,s face.
It was the Free 'I'hai who freetl "Black Mac" McGarry fromiapare cagivity and
assisted his exliltratitm from Thailand- 'they rwre Thaihrxls rrri-lapaoise r*si*trn**
rnovement' They opeiated behind the lirres arxl wo*ed clmely with ftc US Office of
Strategic Servicrs (OSS). Afler Rlack Mac bailed oul he 

""idere,t*re 
jungles for threc

wc'eks.befo*Fing 
lound ba 'ltai policc who had to lurn him over ro rtre Jiprrese. He

was taken to Rangkok and hekl in a com.pound on ihe b*nks of the Cllag Phlo River.
When AVG Ccmmailder Clairn Chennault receircd a rclxrt rtut UcGnrry t*rr 

" 
pOW,
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re-requestd the oSS to find and liee hinr. T'he OSS hmed the prublern over to the l?reeThai who located and freeil the pitot. I}ey took rrr.cor.roo*.',h-;#- ino'rir*o t ,the Gulf of Siam rvhere tlte oSS sent tr&r I'[lY Catalirus tcr gck him up. ln his finalwecks on the River Kwai' Charlcs Molt wus also ccmtacted tly the Free Thai and guidedthmugh the jungle ro a smail airfield manned by th* F;A; |n}-* o5;, ,;
A.lurrch holted by the Arnerican Consul General af his rcsidrrrce, and a ditmsr il theL'hiang Mai RI'AF !T* hosted by the Founttation ftll tho t\eservation and.Developmentof Thai Aircraft and KIAF wing4l, w&s an opportunrty for old allies to meet axl talk.Among lhe oflicersof th-e Free ftrai Present **, riyu ir,u*rrop"l" who was lg years,11when he jnined the Free Thai. l{is faiher, arso a }-ree Thai ,ffiil;;;ffi*ent
:ffiYd in charge ofall water lransport, It sms one of his t*oU t rt caried Rlack ifac {ofreedom' Dick Rossi and-Roy -Hudson, r young British Army clliwr in lg4L,Lrevicwed
an AVGIRAF shafing mission directql ,i luF,,*s* units maruhing on RangoorL thatcame uncomftrrtably close to the British gr*ition" A Thni gentlemin wtrore-hmilyresidence stands noi fff offthe crrirn[.r-,Iri nrnway spoke of bullettmles forrnd in theraflers during recent renrwari,nr - *ri'h* was refemd to Mai Gen. Bond.

The AVG meumrial_ar lli"ig Mai.rerrresenrs onry a smail prt of tlrc Flying Tigers,story. 'fo all who see it, it wiri speak oithe days wien ir,* avct sha*_nmed p40s
prowled the skies over'.l hailand Chinq unO n*ra
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